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Upcoming Events
9/10 After School Activities start

9/14 Back to School Open House 4:30-5:30
9/15 Running Jamboree @ Service 9am
10/5 Photo Retakes 8:30am

Hello! AN

| hope everyone enjoyed the long weekend. | do see the leaves beginning to turn, and with it comes
thoughts of our upcoming turn of seasons. With the cooler weather in the morning, children tend to bring
jackets and then when it warms up, they drop them (literally wherever they are- but usually on the
playground). It is normal to have 10-20 jackets outside at the end of the school day. Please help your child
be responsible by writing their name inside the coat, and checking lost and found in the gym right away if
you are missing an item.

Thank you to all of the parents that have volunteered in the school these past weeks, you are making
such a wonderful difference in our school community. | want to especially thank the dads | have seen
helping out at the ever-exciting lunchroom and recess! Your presence does help keep the peace.

As you are aware, we have starting math blocking. From 10-11:15 daily our students go to the
appropriate math class (based on assessment data). Your child may be moved to a different level other than
their actual grade level. This is a proven and sound instructional method. Please do not worry if your child is
currently struggling or that they are not moved “ahead” as our group is flexible and each child will have
reqular assessments as a part of the curriculum. If he/she proves they are ready for a different challenge, we
will consider other placement throughout the school year. Our job is not to push a child~ but to be aware
of their developmental levels and varied abilities. Also, if your child seems a little board at first during
math...remember that the first three weeks are just review of content learned the previous year.

Finally, our EXPLORATION classes will begin at the end of this month on September 28th. If you are
a new-to-Aquarian family, you will soon learn that these are the most exciting of days!! | will send a list
home soon about the class topics and grade levels. Each student in a K-2 class will put their name in a hat to
attend a different class all day with mixed grade student that will be exploring the same topic. Parent are
always invited to help out on these days, and we REALLY need your help ~ so please do talk with your
child’s teacher about what their topic is and if they need some extra hands. If they don‘t need your help,
please let the office know- and | am sure we can find a group in need.

Have a happy weekend. Have your little ones get extra rest; we will soon be heading into our first
full week of school!
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School Procedures....Please read and observe the rules!
Visitors
All parents/visitors coming into the school MUST sign in at the office. This is ASD policy for
student safety.
Absences
If your child is absent from school please call or send in a note to the office
Tardies
ALL tardy students MUST go to the office before entering their classroom. If a student is in the
gall when the 8:30 bell rings they are considered tardy. A student may be marked absent for
the whole day if they are not issued a tardy slip by the office.
Early Student Pick Up
If you need to pick your child up early (before 3:20pm), you MUST come to the office and
sign them out before going to their classroom. Please DO NOT call to pull them out of class
before you get here unless it is an emergency.
Morning Drop-Off & Afternoon Pick-Up
Students may NOT be dropped off any earlier than 8:10am. Students arriving before the
8:15am bell MUST be dropped off at the playground entrance and line up with their class at
the assigned area. They are not allowed in the building until the teacher has picked them up
and escorted them to the classroom. No student is allowed in a classroom with out an adult.
When the 3:30pm dismissal bell rings, teachers will walk their students out to the playground
and s’ra:g t their assigned area where parents will pick up their child(ren).

DO PARK IN THE EMERGENCY LANE FOR ANY REASON. IT IS FOR DROP

OFF AND PICK UP OF STUDENTS ONLY!! THANK YOU

From the PTO....
Please turn in your QSP packet, ASAP. They were due on Wednesday but
can be turned in until Friday the 7t. Any orders received after Friday
may not get ordered. Questions? Contact Whitney @ 229-8989

If you have questions about photos please contact Lifetouch directly
@ 333-2772

Thanks to our Aguarian School b Business Partners!

TERRABELLA ORGANIC COFFEE Frames, Etc.

Shred Alaska All Fired Up Contemporary Ceramic Studio
Superstar Pastry Design James Strong Financial Advisor with UBS
The Sheraton BodyMindSoul

Fire station # 5 Killer Desians Art Gallerv



Parent Involvement

Given the key role of parents in promoting effective schooling, the
Anchorage School District administration will assist schools in developing
comprehensive, continuing programs of parent involvement at all grade levels.
The district will provide welcoming opportunities for parent participation in
resolving concerns. The major goal is to promote greater student success in
all curricular areas by making schools and parents more productive partners
in their children’s education. To support the mission of Anchorage schools
to educate all students for success in life, schools and parents must work as
knowledgeable, respectful partners.

a. Definition

The term "parental involvement” means the participation of parents in
regular, fwo-way meaningful communication involving student academic
learning and other school activities, including providing opportunities and
support for the following:

1. That parents play an important role in supporting their child's
learning and the overall educational program and environment of
the school;

2. That parents are encouraged fo be actively involved in their
child's education at school and at home; and

3. That parents are full partners in their child's education and are
included, as appropriate, in decision-making and on advisory
committees to assist in the education of their child. The
district shall provide full opportunities for the participation of
all parents, including those with limited English proficiency,
parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory children.

b. Planning

As part of their annual improvement planning, schools and the district, with
the involvement of parents, will develop and evaluate comprehensive plans
for parent involvement. These plans should be designed fo detail ways in
which the district or school will:
1. Involve parents in developing district or school improvement
plans



d.

w

Offer technical assistance and coordination to help schools plan
parent involvement activities to improve student and school
academic performance

Build school and parent capacities for strong parent involvement
Coordinate and integrate parent involvement strategies with
other programs

Annually evaluate with parents the effectiveness of the policy
as implemented in each school and the district in achieving
academic improvement. The evaluation must include
identification of barriers to parent involvement, especially
barriers to parents who are economically disadvantaged,
disabled, have limited English proficiency, have limited literacy,
or belong to a racial or ethnic minority.

School and District Responsibilities

1.

Help parents understand state and local assessment of their
children’s progress and how to monitor progress and work with
educators

. Provide parents with materials and training to improve their

children’s achievement, such as literacy fraining, use of
technology, and enhancing parenting skills

. Educate teachers, administrators, and other school staff about

the value of and methods of reaching out to parents as equal
partners

To the extent practicable, ensure that information about school
and parent programs is in a format and language parents can
understand.

District Support

The District will support schools and programs in their efforts by doing the

following:

1.

Publicizing its commitment to parent involvement in the public
schools

Identifying promising programs and practices related to parent
involvement



. Targeting funds for the development of programs,
demonstration projects, and evaluations

. Providing technical assistance and support to develop effective
parent involvement programs by doing the following:

A. Sharing information and research on parent
involvement and effective practices;

B. Developing in-service education programs on
cultural awareness and parent involvement for
teachers, administrators, and parents that will
assist in meeting the individual needs of diverse
cultural and linguistic populations; and

C. Working with colleges and universities that train
teachers and administrators to develop effective
pre-service programs in school and family
connections.

. Complying with state and federal parent involvement
requirements; and

. Providing ongoing follow-up and evaluation of the parent
involvement efforts as required

. The superintendent or designee will develop a method for
measuring and reporting the results of each school's annual
evaluation.



Aquarian Charter School PTO

Membership Form

2007 - 2008

Parent Name:

Mailing Address:

Phone: Home: Work: Cell:

E-Mail:

Parent Name:

Mailing Address:

Phone: Home: Work: Cell:

E-Mail:

Children attending Aquarian:

Student Name(s):
Teacher/Grade:
Teacher/Grade:
Teacher/Grade:
Teacher/Grade:

Help the Aquarian PTO make a difference in your child's lifel JOIN NOW!!



By joining, you can help your PTO to achieve its many goals foward enhancing our children's
academic and social experiences. For example, we continually work to fund the expansion of
the physical education, technology, science, Spanish, arts, music and library programs; plus,
we also help with necessary improvements for our school. In the past several years we have
raised thousands of dollars for school programs.

The PTO is here to help you as you strive for an excellent education for your children.
When you join the PTO, you know you are a part of a team that wants the best for our
Aquarian students. There are many volunteer opportunities that help make all of this
possible. In addition to fund-raising efforts, the PTO is instrumental in producing the
school yearbook and fall/spring school photos.

The PTO membership fee is only $10.00 per family.

Thank you for becoming part of the Aquarian Charter School PTO!

PTO Office Use Only: 2007-2008 $10.00 Membership Dues

Date Paid: Check Number:




